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(16)  A LIMIT TO DIVERSIFICATION.
There must be a limit to diversification. Some empirical know-
ledge of this limit may be obtainable by studying the industrial
structure of certain diversified settlements and regions which have
been shown to have economic and social resilience in times of stress.
(17)  THE DIVERSIFICATION PATTERN.
From the study of the many general, technical and local factors
involved, it will become possible to synthesise a soundly diversified
industrial structure for an existing one-industry town or for a new
settlement. Such a settlement will be the microcosm of the very
obviously diversified world in which we live. The human pattern
will be formed by well-designed and well-diversified settlements;
such settlements and their rural complements will form the diver-
sified pattern of a region, the nation is the next larger unit, and each
nation will bring its talents to the wider pattern of the world.
A few supplementary remarks may be added. The human
factor will play an important part in a pattern of diversification;
coming changes in the population structure make it imperative
that the new pattern is sufficiently adaptable to a changing age
composition. The rate of population growth is decreasing until
it comes to a standstill in about one generation's time. This
means that the number of older people will increase during and
especially after this period. This raises the problem of finding
opportunities for the employment of older workers still able and
willing to work. Consequently, diversification of industry should
take this trend into account by providing for industries in every
community which offer suitable opportunities for older workers.
Further, no social and economic structure of a community rests
on firm foundations if it does not also provide all those institu-
tions which are especially needed for the higher age groups, for
instance homes for the aged, hostels and hospitals, as parts of a
comprehensive social security programme.
There is still another trend which deserves consideration. It
is a characteristic of metropolitan civilisation that a certain shift
from productive to distributive occupations is going on. This
factor has also to be taken into account in establishing diversi-
fication in a region or in a town. Finally, diversification of a
region as a whole and diversification of each community within
this region should be intelligently integrated, for the whole
cannot be soundly balanced without a corresponding balance of
all its parts and vice versa.
Two NEW MAPS,
Two new maps are needed as itineraries of industrial decen-
tralisation and diversification.
(i) The map of the " reception areas ** should comprise existing